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16k wi Lord ſaith, 1 know Abraham, that he will Conmand 
_' . bjs Children, and his Houſhold after him, and they ſhall 
keep the way-of the Aiom , to do Fuſtice and Judgment, 

4 that the Lord may bring pon Abraham that he hath 


7 A 7s Gen. 18. 19. 


rr ——— 
E "£50 N'DON, Printed and Sold by John Bringburft, at 
apo 1682. 


yr % 
- ' 
: 
| 
L 
BEES x” 


Ws: AF -1s 
ele” 1 2M 


of os 


_—_— 


3 FX 
_ —_— — 
- © 
, - , 
p , 
= « 


EPISTLE 


TO THE 
HOUSHOLD, «& 


JW "Riends,confider how the Bleſſing of the Lord came upon the Obe- 
4 dienr and Paithful ro the Lord, and reſted upon them. The Lord 
laid ro Abraham, Get thee ont of thy Country, and_ from thy Kintred, and 
from thy Fathers Houſe, 8&c. And T will make. of thee a. great Nation, and I will 
: Bliſs thee, 8c. And thou ſhall be @ Bleſſing, and I will | Bleſ+ them that Bliſs thee, 
and Cnrſe then that Curſe thee, and in thee and in thy Seed, ſhall all the Families of ' 
the Earth be Bleſſed. Abraham obeyed the Lord, and went forth from Vy of 
the Caldees, and {o be leftall the Religions and Worſhips, and Teachers 
of the. Countrey of the Cal ees behind him, and followed the Lord z And 
the Lord ſaid unto Abraham,Walk, bfore me, and be thou perfed, Gen. 17. 1. 
. And again, The Lord- ſaid wnto Abraham, Seeing that Abraham ſhall ſurely 
become a great and mighty Nation, and all the Nations of the Earth fhall be Bleſſed in 
| bim, Gen. 1%. 1, 2, Þ & 18. 18. And again, The Lord ſai1 unto Abra- 
ham, That in Bleſfing I will Bleſs thee, and in Multiplying I will Madtiply thy ſeed 
4 the Stars of Heaven,and as the Sand which is wpon the Sea-Shore, and thy Seed ſhall 
poſſeſs the Gates of bir Enemies, and in thy Seed ſpall all the Nations of the Earth be 
Bleſſed, becauſe thx baſb Obeyed my Voice. Abraham Obeying Gods Voice, 
| this upon him, as in Gen. 22. And the Lord ſaid, 1 know 
he _ be will mp bis Co and 5A Houſhol4 _ I 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Judgment, that the Lord may 
\bring gon | Abraham all that which be hath ſpoken of bm. Now you may {ec 
here'what it 'is that brings. the Bleſſing, and kepr the Blefling upon - 
ham and his ſced, 5c. Now if you be of the true Faith, you are of Abr and 
ve. Bleſſed writh farhfyt. Abraham, Gal. 31g. And in this ſeed and faith of 
Abraham; you Command your — and your houſhold after 
you 
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you, to keep the way of the Lord, to do Juſtice.and Judgment that the 


keeping in the. lame Faith and Seed of Abraham, and you and your Chil- 


dren and your Houſhold, keeping in ghe way of the Lord to do Juſtice 
and Judgment, then I ay the Ng Which-came upon Abrebam will 


come upon you, and upon your Children and your Houſhotd, and then 
you Will knowHhe Pr God led ; Werrſed is Curſe 

||» ant Blſſedbis be that Bl:ſſethghee ; anc efore live and%wakk- in the (ex 

|| * mbirh bruſes the Mead of t ent, ifwhich ſec. all Nations. arc Bleflec 
||} yea all Familics, Houſholds and Children, in which faith and feed you 
Command. ( Mark Command y._your;Children and your Houſhol4 after you, to 
heep the way of the Lord as Abrahgm did,, to do Juſtice an4 Judgment. Gen. 18. & 

a 


19. Noy you that, have Is authogity nd, aver Chil- 
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to Wit, To Continant Jour Children and Fuſhold after you, to kiep the way of the 


Lord, and to-do Juſtice and Judgment. Now the Lord had a Confidence in 
Abraham,andio hehath'in'all them that be of his ſeedand faich-now, thar 
they will: Command their Children! and -Houſhold to _— the way .of 
the Lord; as he:did;)and walk befote the-Lord and.to.do Juſtice arid Judg- 
ment; and that Abrabarss Family ;and\ChiYdren ſhonld not' go back agam 
- Into theſe:Cour vr ions, or Ways which rhe 'S&cd and -Faich of 
' " Abrohanihath and had led themiour of :*for-they that are' commanded ro 
cone out of them;into' Gods Way, into the Way .of the Lord, are 'com- | 
manded to keep'in'the Way of the Lord, and.chey are to: command their 
Children and their 'Houſhold.to keep the Way ob the Lord, and vo ke 
our of all rhe Ways-of -the World, and out 'of all che Ungodly, Unju 
Ways, in the” Seed,mhich bruiſes tbe beadiof the\Serpent. + And the Lotd ſaid to 
Kaac, T will make- thy Seed 20 Multitl). as the Stars of - Heaven, 8&C. 24nd in thy 
Seed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be ys Bree 26. 4. 'Now here - you 
may ſec that-Jaac inherited his Fathers itance-in the Seed, and in the 
Faithand Way of the Lord, in which: Sced all Nations -ato Bleſt, and fo 
do-all they that be'ct the Faith-and Seed of Abraham, that walk in the ſteps 
of Faithful Abraham, in:the Wayr of the Lord,)and+ obey his'Voice;" ee. 
*Inherir the Bleſſing'of Abrabam, toro you mayo was not:the' only 
Care that their Children night inheric a litle Earth. after chem, bur that 
they might inherit the Seed and rhe Faich, which had«the Bleſſing... '. ++ 
And:Iiaac” ſaid to Jacob,» Gol * Almighty Bleſs RY g'of 
'Abral am; 20:thee and to thy Seed with, yhee, Gerv: 28: ;Amid this ads: -to 
 Facabs befote Jacob had: arty Childrenz\ and here'you't#nay2{eo- 1/axts Cart 
that: Jacob and his-Seed might inherit the) Faichvand Bl of Hbraham and 
"aac, and this ſhould be their firſt anheritance,” and /they- ſhould 


inherit 
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inhetit the outward Land,” and this ſhould be the care of all them thar 
walk-in the {teps of the Fairlr of 4hrabam, to fee that their Children and 
Houfb6ld do inherit that Faith, Seed, and Bleſting of Abraham it the firſt 
place, by kenping in the way of the Lord, &c. And they are to Com- 
maid their Children to walk in the way of the Lord, &c. that they may 
and you may ſee, that Zacob did inherit the Blethng of Abraham and Iſaac, 
inAbr#bams and 1za?s Seed and Faith. - 

-* When the Lord? faid into Facob, Thy Seed ſhall be as th: duſt of th: Earth, 
and' thou ſhall fpread abroa1 to the Wiſt and to the Eaft, an! to the North, and 10 
1he South, an1 in thee an4 in thy fied ſhall all the Families of the Earth be bl ſed. 
So herz you may ſee Facobs Poſſeſſion who did inherit the bleiling of 4bra- 
ham, mt Iſaae, 8&c. And they that are of hisSced and Faith, which keep 
the Way- of the Lord; &e. They do inherit this blelling in the Seed, in 
which all Nations are bleſt. And. this'is acccrding to Chrj?s Dotrine, 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God an1 his Righteowſn ſr, and all theſe things ſhall be 
added uno you, to Wit, What ye ſhall Eat, or what ye ſhall drink, or wherewith 
you ſhall be Cloathed, for after all theſe things that are b:Imp do the Gent/l:s ſeek, : fir 
your Heavenly Father knoweth that you have ed of all theſe things, And here 
Gbrift which was of the Seed of Abraham, and of David according to the 
Fleſh, would 'have People to ſeek their Inheritance in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, -and 'its Righteoulnels, before they ſeck after outward things, and 
they were to lay up for themſelves Treaſure in Heaven, &C. And ro know that 
Portion for them and their Children, Matthew 6. And the Apoſtle faith, 
The Children of the Promiſe are counted for th: Seed, Rom. 9,8. For in [aac (hall 
thy Seed be called,g- Gen: 21, 12. And Chrift {aich, the good See1 are the Chil- 
dren of the Kingdom. Mar. 113. 38. and this is the S2ed in which all Nations 
are blelt, who keep the way of the Lord, and Juſtice and Judoamentr, {ach 
the Alnughty hath bleſſed with the l:fings frat: above, the bl ſings of the deep. 
the bl:ſfings 'of the breaft, an1' of the womb. Gen. 49. An1 bs will alſo bl:{5 the 
fiwit” of the Lan, thy corn, and' thy wine, and thy oil:, and the encreaſenf thy kine, 
and the floths of thy\ſhrep;” Deuteronomy, 7. And they that ſerve the Lord their 
God, be will bf their bread and their water, Exod. 23. And a faithful man ſhall 
aboun1 with bl:ſimgs, Proverbs. 28, 20. So you may {ſee-they that arc in 
the Faith and in the Holy Seed, which keeps in the way of the Lord, and 
commands their Children and rheir Houſhold ro do the fame, they have 
the bleſſings from Heayen above, and the bleflirigs below, yea the bleſfings 
of the Erernal Inheritance, and of the: Kingdom of God-;"and that was 
their Gbief Inheritance; That'all the Faithful Seed of 4brabam fought ro 
polleſy their Houſhold arid*rhen Chileren in; who did Command their 
Childre1 and» Houſhold to; keep the, way of God, "That they raight In- 
herit the Bleſſins. Darid faith, Bleſſe# is the' Man that walktth uot in the Conpcit 


"of the ungodly, nor Standeth in the way of Sinners, wor ſitteth in the ſeat of thi cory | 
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fil. But bis Delight is in the law of the Lord, ai4 in his law doth be meditate day and 
night. Now bere is the con'ition of them that doe enjoy the Bleſſing, they mudt keep 


From the Counſel of the ungo ly, an the way of "Sinners, an thc ſeat of the Scornful. 
2p here you may {ce Davids TA how People might inherir the 


Le IO. That you may put a difference betwixt the holy an1 unholy,- an be- 


, tween the clean and unclean, and that you may teach your Children all the Statmes, 


which the Lord hath ſpoken unto them by the hand of Moſes. And it it was fo in 


the Old Teſtament that they t Learn the Statutes on. ſurely 


much more they are to Learn the Commands of Chriſt in his New 


Teftzment. 

And in Deur. 4. 9, 10. They were" to Teach their Sons, and their Sons Sons, 
and again they were. to Teach their Chil4ren, that they might Learn to fear God, 
all the days they Tived upon the earth, 8c, This they were to teach their Chil- 
dren; and again in Dew. 11. It was the Command of God, that they were 


: toteach their Children the Commandments of God, and they were to- 


{ſpeak of vhem, When they ſat in their Houſe, and when they walkt by the Way, 
when they lay down, and when they roſe up, and in Dent. 30. Moſes Sl them phe 


. the Word was nigh them in their Mouths, and in their hearts, that they might do it. 


And David ſail, cone you Children, hearkgn to me, and I will Teach yon the fear of 
the Lor4, Oh fear the Lord you Saints, there is no want to them that fear him, 


-Pſal. 34. 9, II. : 
Te that fear the Lord, Truſt in the Lord, be is their Help and their Shield. Pal. 


115-.11. And you may {ceall along, in the Old Teftam:rghey that fearcd * 


the Lord, were Commanded to teach and Inftrudt their ren the wa 
of the Lord, .that they might walk in it, inherit- the Bleſſing, whic 
was a beter Portion, then owward Riches, which will paſs away, for they 


© make themſelves Wings an1Fly away. Solomon faith, Train up @ Chili in the Way 


he ſhould go, an1 when he is Old, be.will not depart from it : Fooliſhneſs is bound up 
in the Heart of a Child, but the ro4 of Cerreftion ſhall drive it far from him, Prov. 
22.15. He that fpareth the ro, hateth bis Sor; But be that | rveth bim, Chaſtiſeth 
him betimes, By mercy and truth Inicuity 4s prerged, and by the fear of the Lr1d, they 
depart from evil Prov. 13. 24- and 16.6. And the Apoſtles d is, Chil- 
dren to obey their Parents in the Lord for this is Right. Eph. 6. 1.and Coliſ. 1. J, 20. 

Ir is well Pleaſing to the Lord, Gbildren to Obey their Parents; and, the 
Biſhops or” El lers, Were'20 ruke well their own Hewſesand to bave their-Children in 
Subjettion, with all gravity; aqd-likewile, The Deacons were to rule their own Children 
aul their own- Homſ:s well, Tins. 1. 3- And likewiſe you may ſee the good re- 
port of the Widows bringing »p Chilzren, which followed every goxd work, 8c. 
And in Tits, ſuch-as were Elders or Overſeers, their Children zwere:to be —_ 
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| fil, not accuſed of riot or unruly ; and the aged Women were to be of good Behaviius as 
becometh Holineſs, 8c. and Teachers of good things, and that they teach the younger 
Women to be Sober, &c. And that the word of God he not Blaſphemed. And Titus 
Was to Exhort Toungmen, to be ſober Minded ;, for the Grace of Ged which brings Sal- 
vation hath appeared unto all Men, Teaching, ws that denying ungodlinefs and Worly 
Luſt, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godlily in this preſent Worl1, that 
being Juftified by bis Graze, we ſhoul1 be made heirs accor1ing to the Hype of Eternal 
Life. And Peter ſa:th, as obedient Children, nat Faſhioning your ſelves according t9 
your former Luifts, in your Ignorance, but as be which hath calle4 you is Hily ſo be you 
Holy, in all manner of Converſation; en4 be not like them, Fee ling th:mf:lves without 
fear, which are the Clon!s without Rain, and Wells without Water, an4 Trees without 
fruit, whom Jude declares againſt, ſirth cannot Eate and Drink, to the Praiſe an4 
Glory of God, 8c. So you ſee what care, both in the Old and New Tits 
ment, the faithful Parents had to teach their Children the way of the Lord; 
and the Lord hath a Confidence in all them that fear him, and are of the 
faith and ſeed of Abram, that they will not only Admoniſh their Chil fren and 

_ Howuſhold but Command their Children and their Howſhold after them, to k:ep the way 
of the Lord, 8c. Gen. 18. And to keep ont of the Wicked Wavs of the Worlt. The 
Apoſtle faith, they which be of faith are bl:(ſed with faithful Abraham, And {© 
ars all the Children of God by faith in Chrift Feſirs, and it you be Chrifts, 
then are you Abrahams ſeed and heirs according to the Promiſe. Gall. F And fo 
the Children of God are counted for the ſeed, which good ſeed Chriſt 
faith, are the Chillren of the Kingdom. 

And the Apoſtle ſpake to the Romans that they ſhould walk inthe ft:ps of the 
faith if Abraham. Again the Apoltle ſaith tu the Corinthians, concerning Titxs, 
Walked riot we in the ſame, ſpirit, Walke1 not we in th: ſame ſteps. And in the 
firſt Epiſtle of- Peter, Chrift hath Suffered for ns, I:aving ns an Example that we 
ſhould follow bis fteps, who. did not fin, neither was guile found in his Mouth. So theſe 
were Holy ſteps, and are a Religious Holy People, that walk in the ſteps of 
faithful Abrabam,and of Chriſt and the Apoſtles,and theſe haye the pre Religion . 
and do viſit the F atherleſs and Widows in their affliftion, and keep themſilves unſpotted 
from the World andithele are they that are Circumciſed with the Spirit, and Baptiſed 
with the Fly Ghoſt and ſerve God Night and Day, and Worſhip him in Spiritand truth; . 
arid theſe are the Religious Families, which are of the Hy, Divine, Pure - * 
end Precions faith, which Chrift is the Author and Finiſher of, which faith Puri- 
feth their hearr, aud is their victory, by which they have acceſs to God, in 
which they Pleaſe him, in that which Chriſt is the Author and Finiſher of, 
which is called the Gift of God , and they that are of this Faith, the ſame 
are the Chil4ren of Abraham, and are Bleſſed with faithful Abraham; and Abraham - 
was called the friend 'of God, and fo are all his Children that be of his ſeed : 

+ andfaith, they are not friends of the deyil, the-wicked and unrighteous one, 
| bur. . 
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ago Ire Lang me d.) but: the: Word of God cer 
not abide in them, who make a Pr n of the Scriptures, bur live 'not. in 
hs Power.and Spirit.or the Holy Ghoſt, that gaye forth, the Scriprurcaſuch 
Fa tey ems, John 5. and {uch think, to. haye Life, in the Scriprures, 
will not. come unto Chriſt that rhey. may Kare like, for none come 

coEiſt bur rd belieyeing inthe ght, which isrhe.life in hina the'War 
ricnds and Brethren 19, our CR 2 <a if FoLKErD in the ſeed 
20d FIG of kn, in it Command od Fane: to walk 
te Hae of the FR for in it you? have axes chatthey may keep 


ure Bel, ax {na Raghtrou Tay of, ani, after. Bare we LY0y!a are 
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